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ABSTRACT 
 

Stanislavenko Liudmyla. Policy of State Consolidation under Conditions of a 
System Crisis in Ukraine. – Qualifying scientific work on the rights of the 

manuscript.  

Thesis for the acquisition of a scientific degree of Ph.D. in Political Science by the 

specialty 052 “Political Science”. – Vasyl’ Stus Donetsk National University, 

Vinnytsia, 2021.  

 A comprehensive study of the policy of state consolidation under the 

conditions of the system crisis in Ukraine. The state consolidation policy is defined 

as a purposeful and practice-oriented strategy of Ukraine's development, which 

should be implemented through qualitative practices of state institutions and non-

state institutions for invariance i.e. finding Ukrainian society's own invariant 

(common motivational concept through "brackets" of all differences and welfare 

state). It is emphasized that in Ukrainian society under modern crisis conditions, 

Ukraine's unification programs are more often based on negative, defensive 

strategies (social confrontation, external enemy, etc.). The system nature of the crisis 

weakens the state's ability to use all its resources effectively to preserve its 
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sovereignty in the country and pursue an effective policy of consolidating society. It 

is emphasized that since the proclamation of independence, the political system of 

Ukraine has not defined or built a modernization model, which it seeks and forms 

consistently. Accordingly, there is no public system of modernization measures in 

Ukraine, which would be understandable to citizens and in the implementation of 

which they would be involved. Therefore, the system can produce only the scenarios 

of cyclical development. Under such conditions, the state becomes antisocial. In 

contrast to such programs, a common policy of the state and society to consolidate 

Ukraine should be formed around a single and positive invariant i.e. a concept that 

does not contain differences of interpretation, negative connotations and forms a 

community of government, people, and business. Values, concepts, and trends such 

as "state borders and the integral territory of the state", "Ukraine is a promising space 

of opportunities for youth, professional associations, creative centers, inherited 

traditions and emerging innovations" should be unifying. "Ukraine's promotion in 

the world through cultural and digital diplomacy", "ethnocultural regions and 

decentralization with strong territorial communities to strengthen the nation-state", 

"Ukraine is a nation-state as the goal of modernization". The concept of "nation-

state" is understood by the author as an invariant i.e. an integral format of the 

country's development, which demonstrates the consensus of state policies and 

social practices aimed at comfortable coexistence of equal political, ethnocultural 

and territorial identities.  

 The structure of the study was determined by the following scientific 

hypothesis. Under the system crisis, the state becomes a vulnerable subject of 

international relations, the internal conflict between state and non-state institutions 

intensifies, and the need for new practices of nation consolidation around not only 

the value paradigm but also socio-economic indicators of system development 

indicators. 

 The methodological basis of the research is determined by the peculiarities 

of the object and subject of the research, its interdisciplinary nature and expediency 

of combining the principles of political science (social state theory, synergetics, 



12 
 
normative neo-institutionalism and classical behaviorism), social philosophy, 

applied sociology, political regionalism, communication.  

 The following methods and techniques allowed the author to determine the 

key characteristics of the current state of social development, the principles of 

forming a model of consolidation of Ukraine and ways to implement it. The method 

of system analysis and the ability to think critically allowed the author to systematize 

previous interdisciplinary research on the consolidation of the state in a system 

crisis, the method of cluster analysis helped to identify the main directions of state 

policy of consolidation in a crisis, the method of modeling i.e. to suggest ways to 

adjust them. The method of monitoring open sources and official resources allowed 

the author to identify information on the dynamics of legitimacy of state power and 

political institutions, socio-economic indicators of development and attitudes of 

Ukrainians during the period 2014 - 2020. On the way to the consolidation of 

Ukraine, institutional and neo-institutional methods proved the necessity of the 

valuable dialogue between the state and the people not just about authentic values 

(due to differences in their interpretation by different categories of citizens) bu more 

about socio-economic indicators of development, norms and principles of the state 

welfare with priority programs to support small and medium business, business 

practices of social entrepreneurship, creation of effective social elevators (for young 

people in the first place), the spread of social capital of communities and the 

depoliticization of the consolidation process. 

 The thesis proves that the Ukrainian political system is in a state of system 

transformation crisis, the periodic exacerbations of which cause significant damage 

to the level of legitimacy and stability of government institutions and international 

positions of Ukraine. The author assesses this state of the system as nonequilibrium, 

during which she searches for such attractors that can change the state of the system. 

Among them, the attractors of order are important i.e. a set of facts of social reality 

and potentially possible events (hidden resources) that can transform the state of the 

system from chaos to order. Among several indicators of the system crisis, the author 

chose three components around which the object of study is built: the crisis of 
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legitimacy of state power and political institutions, socio-economic indicators of 

development and the dynamics of the attitudes of Ukrainians towards their prospects 

and assessments of modernity.  

 Legitimacy is defined as support, positive attitude, trust, or recognition of 

the authority of government and state and legal institutions by public opinion 

(including foreign), the population or large groups. The author notes that since 1991 

in Ukraine there has been a tendency to distrust absolutely all the governmental 

institutions at all levels, which inevitably led to a deep crisis of legitimacy of the 

government and the growth of protests in society in 2004, 2013-2014. Ukraine is 

also characterized by a relatively high and stable level of trust in public institutions: 

churches, volunteers, public associations, and the media. 

 It has been found that the external legitimacy of power correlates with the 

internal one. It is substantiated that under the conditions of hybridization of the 

processes of acquisition-loss of legitimacy, the illegitimate political regime is quite 

capable of continuing its existence separately from society.  

 The key factors of erosion of state power and the crisis of legitimacy of state 

institutions in Ukraine have been identified. Among them: the destruction of the 

constitutional and legal order and the absence of a political entity ready to take 

responsibility for protecting the national interests of Ukraine; the armed conflict in 

eastern Ukraine and the Russian occupation of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea 

and certain parts of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions; hybridization of the functions 

of certain institutions of state power due to their inability to perform tasks in the 

context of protection of national security and territorial integrity of Ukraine; the 

inability of state power to adapt to dynamic changes and society's demands for real 

reforms, rather than imitating them for the sake of self-preservation of the system.  

It is proved that in the context of Ukraine, the possibility of a peaceful settlement of 

the armed conflict in eastern Ukraine is associated with significant concessions to 

Ukraine's national interests. This, in turn, may lead to a mass protest movement, 

which in the context of the system crisis will be associated with another territorial 

loss of Ukraine. 



14 
 
 The statement that the model of social and economic relations formed in 

Ukraine by its nature permanently produces such crises as economic, institutional, 

constitutional, worldview, which develop during the transformation crisis, is 

substantiated. It is based on the inverse nature of the transformations that began in 

Ukraine in the 1990s, namely:  

 - the transition to a market economy model with the simultaneous formation of 

conditions for the reproduction of the "shadow economy" and corruption;  

- catastrophic decline in macroeconomic development indicators,  

 - lack of political will and effective tools to test innovative approaches for rapid 

reorientation of the national economy,  

 - loss of human capital of the nation; 

- the external debt of the state and non-independence of national government 

decisions.  

 It was found that the specifics of the socio-economic crisis are also dictated 

by the losses suffered by the state and their further accumulation due to the loss of 

control over the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, parts of Donetsk and Luhansk 

regions, the continuation of the armed conflict in Eastern Ukraine and 

incompletment of decentralization reforms. 

 The thesis proves that in Ukraine the institutional practices of consolidating 

the principles of the welfare state are ineffective. Despite the nominal increase in 

some indicators of macroeconomic development, the system of redistribution of 

goods brings Ukraine closer to an antisocial state with a lack of humanitarian 

strategy. Progressive tendencies of migration of economically active population and 

depopulation devalue the prospects of capital loyalty formation in the country, which 

is considered by the author as one of the indicators of consolidation of society. a tool 

for measuring the degree of public confidence in the institutions of state power, as 

well as a barometer for determining the effectiveness of the implemented public 

policy (internal and external).  

 It was recorded that in Ukraine until 2013 there were two key factors in the 

confrontation of society: the state language, the attitude to the status of the Russian 
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language and foreign policy orientations: Euro-Atlantic vector or military-political 

and economic alliance with the Russian Federation. Both factors of confrontation 

were used as an ideological basis for the Russian scenario of dismantling Ukrainian 

statehood in 2014. 

 The tendency of Ukrainian society to maintain the positive dynamics of trust 

in public institutions against the background of a system reduction of the balance 

towards distrust in state institutions is revealed; de-actualization in the public agenda 

of the problem of the armed conflict in the East of Ukraine and reintegration of the 

occupied territories of Crimea and Donbass; society, in terms of a cluster of socio-

economic values, in a state of fragile balance between the values of survival and 

self-expression.  

 It is substantiated that the way out of the crisis is possible if the state policy 

is built in a way of uniting, uniting, consolidating society and the state and activating 

the civil sector. 

 Within the categorical apparatus, with the help of these sciences and 

research areas, as well as on the basis of studying the state of public relations in 

Ukraine and the dominant scenarios of reproduction of the existing value paradigm 

of real political practice of state progress, the following stages of invariant as the 

result of Ukrainian society consolidation: consolidation-adaptation, consolidation-

identification and consolidation-transformation. The author points out that under the 

influence of a set of factors of significant practical significance, consolidation-

identification in Ukrainian society is accelerating and under a unique scenario 

through: 

 - hybridization of the functions of state authorities to protect national 

security and territorial integrity of the country (in 2014-2015, volunteers and civil 

society institutions were able to fully replace the state in terms of territorial defense, 

military and civil logistics, filling the information space with values of consolidation 

contrary to the messages of the aggressor country);  
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  - diametrically opposed to the real state of national security, economy, social 

sphere indicators and self-esteem of citizens' personal well-being, level of 

protection, life satisfaction and pride in their state, nationality, citizenship;  

  - preservation of socio-cultural bipolarity (Eastern Orthodox pole with 

attraction to Russia and Western European liberal with attraction to Europe and the 

USA), despite Russia's annexation of Crimea, occupation of Donetsk and Luhansk 

regions with creation of quasi-state formations of “Donetsk Public Republic” and 

“Luhansk Public Republic”, and continuous military action on the line of 

demarcation with parallel blocking of the peace process,  

  - asymmetric model of communication of the center with local territories in 

the sense of involvement in the development of Ukrainian state consolidation 

strategy. 

 The policy of state consolidation, which is considered by the author as a tool 

for reaching consensus, public consent to: assess their past; adequate perception of 

modern events and phenomena; promising areas of development in the future - 

should contain both the state consolidation policy and its state component, initiated 

by society. 

 The engineering of modeling the state consolidation policy in the conditions 

of system crisis as a model of nation-state consolidation is offered.  

 At the first level of depoliticization of the dialogue between society and the 

state around the value of Human, a strategic action plan should be formed to 

consolidate all professional, age, ethnocultural, and other interest groups not around 

ideologies or political slogans, but around "Ukrainian" producers, education, healthy 

lifestyles, charity, socially responsible business, open universities, social action 

projects.  

 At the second level - socio-economic consolidation - there should be an audit 

of available resources, problems, management gaps and capacity building for:  

 - preservation of the nation's human capital (state migration policy 

programs, targeted programs for job creation and regional procurement, national 

higher education strategy, targeted programs to support IDPs and social 
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entrepreneurship, etc.); conditions for youth and community initiatives (social 

elevators, state-person partnership, tax loyalty, banking support programs, etc.); 

 - strengthening social capital and financial independence of communities 

(completion of decentralization reforms, depoliticization of local governments, 

consolidation economic strategy should ensure the development of economic ties 

between local territories / territorial communities, consolidation of "regional elites" 

based on social inclusion, community cooperation education, which will 

dynamically influence the formation of a system of social values).  

 Among the main tasks of the third level of the model of society 

consolidation - socio-cultural unity, are provided, in particular: intercultural 

dialogue, development of social and cultural ties and exchanges between 

communities and territories; strengthening the state status of the Ukrainian language; 

formation of an information space that is filled with its own agenda; reduction of 

civilizational differences and unification of citizens of the country on the basis of 

social and after that national values. The components of the model of consolidation 

of the Ukrainian nation-state should be: strengthening the symbolic capital of 

territories and the “Ukraine” brand, development of ecoculture and ecological 

attitude to natural resources, implementation of targeted civic education programs, 

etc.  

 State consolidation policy should be considered in time and capable of 

transformation and adjustment of a set of mechanisms of the new policy and 

philosophy of public administration. 

 

Key words: system crisis in Ukraine, a-social state, state consolidation policy, 

invariantization, invariant, consolidation-adaptation, consolidation-identification, 

consolidation-transformation, value dimension of consolidation policy, social state 

consolidation model.
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    ,     – 

       [  , c. 46].  

 ,     ,   

     

 1  1991 .  90,32%    
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, 83,86% –        – 83,90% –  

.      54,19%  

 ( ,      67,50% 

 ) [6].  ,     
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      [305, . 11].   
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, ,  2004  2013-2014 .   

  1994  2013 .,    

  [325],       
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-    ,    

,     7%  32% [  , . 478]; 

-    - 48,2%  2005 .    

.  (2005 – 2010 .) [  , . 481]; 

-   : 66,9%  2013 . .  (2010 – 2014 

.) [  ]; 

-          

1994 .      2005 . – 36,6%,  2013 –   

  8,1% [  , c. 482]; 
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-        - 28,5%  2005 ., 

  – 4,6%  2013 . [  , c. 481];  

-         2013 

.   59,9%. [  , . 482]; 

-      20%  (41,1%  2013 .),  

     3,8%  1994 . (   

   0-1%) [  , . 480] 

-         10%,  
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[  , c. 483]. 

 ,        

      ,   
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 2.2.1 

      2014-2020 .  

  : [67]. 

  
, . . 

 , 
. . 

  
  
, % 

2014 1 566 728 1 365 123 -12,9 
2015 1 979 458 1 430 290 -27,7 
2016 2 383 182 2 034 430 -14,6 
2017 2 982 920 2 445 587 -18 
2018 3 558 706 3 083 409 -13,4 
2019 3 974 564 3 675 728 -7,5 
2020 4 194 102 3 818 456 -9 
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    4029,7 . [375].  2014-2020 .    

    :   36 . .  2014 .  100,4 . .  2020 
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, % 

 
   

, 
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, % 

 
, 

. .** 

2014 35 834,0 +12 3014,6 -25,2 43 722 
2015* 46 210,2 +29 2115,4 -29,8 42 836 
2016* 55 853,5 +20,9 2185,9 +3,3 42 668 
2017* 70 224,3 +25,7 2640,3 +20.8 42 477 
2018* 84 192,0 +19,9 3095,2 +17,2 42 269 
2019* 94 589,0 +12,4 3690,8 +18,2 42 019 
2020* 100 432,5 +6.2% 3650,0 -2 41 480 

*         
 . . 

**  ( )       
          

  . 
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 2014 . 2015 . 2016 . 2017 . 2018 . 2019 . 2020 . 
, . . 53,9 38,1 36,4 43,3 47,3 50,1 49,21 

, . . 54,4 37,5 39,2 49,6 57,1 60,8 54,1 

, . . -0,5 0,6 -2,8 -6,3 -9,8 -10,7 -4,89 

 

  . , « »   

       

     –    
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    ( . . 2.2.4).  

 2.2.4 

        

 (         
   ).   : [67]. 

 
 *:  : 

.  %   
 
 
 

  

    
 

2014 -** 62,4 69,3 56,1 62,6 61,8 

2015 - 62,4 69,2 56,2 63,1 60,8 

2016 - 62,2 69,1 55,9 62,8 60,9 

2017 17 854,4 62,0 69,0 55,6 62,8 60,4 

2018 17 939,5 62,6 69,0 56,8 63,5 60,6 

2019 18 155,7 56,3 64,8 49,2 57,7 53,6 

2020 18 123,4 56,5 64,5 49,8 57,8 53,8 
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**   
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   2019 . 50%  ,    
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   [153, c. 114]. 

,    ,      
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,      ,   

;         
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     1992 . –    51,87 

.  ( . . 2.2.7.). ,    2020 .  

    10 . . 

 
. 2.2.7.    (1990-2021 .). : 

[365]. 
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:    [200]. 

 2.2.5 

       . 
  : [67]. 
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